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The SHM-EF embraces all 

those who desire to share in 

the spirit and charism of the 

RSHM and their founder, Jean 

Gailhac, and foundress, Mere 

Saint Jean. The RSHM treasure 

the friendships and 

associations shared with 

students, faculties, staffs, 

families and colleagues over 

the years. All are invited to 

participate in the SHM 

Extended Family, which 

embraces all who want a 

deeper understanding of the 

challenges of the Church today 

and the RSHM Institute's focus 

on justice, peace and the 

integrity of creation. 

MC of  Tarrytown Alumnae hosts leadership workshop  
By Angelica Hinojosa

On October 13, 2012, Marymount 

College Alumnae Association 

Board presented its first 

“Marymount Women Leaders 

Workshop” for Marymount 

alumnae, students, faculty and 

the alumni community at 

Fordham. Held at the Fordham 

Rose Hill Campus, the Butler 

Commons room was the location 

for networking and celebrating 

women’s strength in business.  

 

 

The workshop was initiated by 

former board president, Patricia 

Cole, ’74, to promote the spirit of 

Mother Butler and her 

empowerment of women and 

learning. Keynote speaker 

Lorraine Capuano, '67, of The 

Organizational Effectiveness 

Group, LLC, Managing Principal, 

introduced the discussions of 

professional learning, emotional 

intelligence, and expertise.  

 

 

 

 

Four other Marymount panelists 

shared their business advice, self-

care experience, and work-life 

balance techniques: Kristine 

Welker, '88, Hearst Digital Media, 

Chief Revenue Officer; Jennifer 

Bauchner, '97, Starwood Hotels & 

Resorts, Director of Operations & 

Sustainability for North America; 

Marilyn Hayden, '67, Hayden Fine 

Art Appraisal, Principal; and 

Teresita Kreuger, '80, Murray Hill 

Institute and Marketing, Director 

of Social Media. The Marymount 

Alumnae Board Association hopes 

to host future annual Women 

Leaders Workshops to continue 

the spirit of Mother Butler.  
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Keynote speaker, panelists, and alumnae 
executive board.  
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On Thursday evening December 

13th, the Second Annual 

Christmas Celebration was held at 

the Cosmopolitan Club in 

Manhattan. The event celebrated 

the Christmas season and the 

founding of MMC with the 

Religious of the Sacred Heart of 

Mary.   

 
 
Several RSHM were present for 
this wonderful and festive event. 
Srs. Teresita Fay, Susan Gardella 
and Joanne Safian, MMC Board 
Members, served on the planning 
committee. Sr. Susan Gardella, a 
graduate of MMC '79, addressed 
those present speaking as a 
trustee, RSHM and alumna.  She 
noted that the college has 

changed with the times over the 
years enabling it to grow and 
flourish but said we can all be 
proud of the fact that the college 
has stayed true to its mission of 
preparing a diverse student body 
to meet the challenges of today’s 
world.   

 
President Judson Shaver 
expressed gratitude and praise for 
the RSHM and their commitment 
and innovative and creative ideas 
in laying the foundation of 
excellence for which Marymount 
Manhattan College is well 
renowned. He also expressed 
special gratitude to Sr. Colette 
Mahoney for her outstanding 
leadership as President of MMC 
for over twenty years and for her 
many accomplishments. Over one 
hundred and twenty alumnae, 

current and past faculty, staff and 
administration were present as 
well as some students who 
provided some entertainment 
through song.  
 
The evening provided a wonderful 
opportunity for all to celebrate 
and share in a “mini-reunion” and 
to view the excellent DVD which 
featured a history of MMC and 
pictures of all the RSHM who 
served there throughout the 
years. The DVD also included a 
special in memoriam tribute to 
the RSHM who served at MMC 
and are now deceased. All of us 
RSHM who attended had a most 
enjoyable evening and look 
forward to a 
comparable 
event next 
year!                 

SHM Extended Family Co-Chairsõ Terms Have Ended 
By Mary Heyser, RSHM  

We are grateful to Patricia Fahey, RSHM and Annie Randazzo for their 

generous service to the Extended Family as co-chairs these past years. They 

have led us in many creative ventures and helped us respond to the needs 

of the Extended Family. They will be greatly missed by the committee, but 

they will join us for events and activities. In the time between now and June, 

when the RSHM General Chapter will take place in Brazil, Mary Heyser, 

RSHM has been asked by the Provincial Council to take over as chair of EF. 

We began this transition in the late fall and ask you to send any suggestions 

for activities to the SHM EF at SHMEF@rshmeap.org or to Sr. Mary at 

mheyser@rshmeap.org.  

Marymount Manhattan College Celebrates Christmas Season with RSHM 

By Margaret Ann Landry, RSHM 

Sr. Joanne Safian, Carol Vincie '67, VP for Institutional 

Advancement Marilyn Wilkie, and Sr. Susan Gardella '79 

Photos in article by Bruce Gilbert 

 

Fernanda Gieffers 

Conheeny '59, 

Alessandra Gieffers '65 

and Sr. Colette Mahoney 

Cookie Herlihy Brogan '66 and Sr. Margaret Ann Landry 

mailto:SHMEF@rshmeap.org
mailto:mheyser@rshmeap.org
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Human Trafficking Program Presented to Transfiguration Parish 
By Catherine Bennett, RSHM  

 On December 13th, I presented the program on trafficking put together by RSHM Sisters Virginia Dorgan & Kathleen 

Kanet at Transfiguration Church in Tarrytown.  Thirty-two people were present and were grateful to learn about this 

terrible situation.  When asked how much they knew about it, they confessed - 'not much'. The DVD showing the 

ministry of Sr. Eugenia in Italy was very informative.  Another presentation was given on December 4, 2012 after 9AM 

Mass at Transfiguration.   

"Call Shirley" is a frequent 

suggestion to members of the 

Extended Family whenever we 

have an event. Let her know 

you're coming, who, how many, 

etc. Give her the correct spelling 

of names so she can print out 

name cards. Whatever we need, 

we call Shirley. Who is this Super 

Woman? She is none other than 

Shirley Ann Solivan, who is the 

recipient of all queries at the 

Provincial Center in Tarrytown. 

Aside from answering the phone 

many, many times each day she is 

the coordinator, computer 

advisor, etc. Name it, and it is part 

of her cheerful job performance. 

 
Now 40-years-old and a mother of 
three, Shirley recalls when she 
came to New York in August 1996. 
She always had a dream to 
continue her studies and get a 
degree. She already had 42 credits 
in science from a school in 
Rochester and thought she might 
become a doctor, but it seemed 
out of the question. While 
applying for a social services 
program, an advisor suggested 
she enroll in a government 
sponsored Clout program for 
single mothers who worked full 
time and had at least one child. 
The program gave tuition 

assistance. She enrolled in an 
Associate degree program at 
Pace. Members of the program 
also had special coaching in job 
readiness: how to dress for 
interviews, what questions to ask 
potential employers, how to cope 
with office personalities, how to 
prioritize tasks. 

 
To support herself she worked for 
a firm in Ossining, but when she 
told them she wanted to study for 
an Associate degree that plan did 
not fit in with that firm's work 
schedule so she found herself 
unemployed.  "Sometimes bad 
things happen so that the good 
things can come through," she 
says. She applied for the Associate 
degree at Pace University in White 
Plains and her guidance counselor 

told her about an ad for a job at 
Marymount Provincial Center. She 
came for an interview with 
Michaeline O'Dwyer, RSHM who 
asked her how she felt about 
working with nuns. "I didn't know 
what a nun was," Shirley said, but 
she learned when she was hired 
November 20, 2000. She received 
her Associate degree from Pace in 
computer science in 2002 with a 
3.72 GPA and proudly mentions 
that her diploma states she 
“Earned With Distinction.” Sisters 
Roz Blanchet, Anne Barat 
Corcoran, and Michaeline 
O’Dwyer attended her graduation. 
 
Shirley views her years at 
Marymount as a time of blessing 
in her life. She especially recalls 
when her brother died in 2007 
and she was not sure whether she 
should visit Puerto Rico for the 
funeral. "Sr. Roz Blanchet was the 
first person I called," she said. "I 
met with her in her office and she 
told me to go home to my mother 
and be there as a support.” “Be 
strong for your mom,” Sr. Roz told 
her, and Shirley felt Sr. Roz was 
transmitting God's message. Sr. 
Roz was an immediate source of 
strength, and Shirley realizes how 
all the support and friendship she 
has received at Marymount over 
the years has been a blessing 
beyond belief.  
 

Ask òOuró Shirley: She Has the Answer to Our Questions 
By Ursula Mahoney 

Photo by Ursula Mahoney 

 



That all may have LIFE and have it to the full. 

 

  4  

In Butler Memorial Chapel on 
December 9, the liturgy for the 
Second Sunday of Advent 
sounded a note of joy to the 
RSHM and extended family 
members as celebrant Father 
Senan Taylor, OFM Cap, set the 
tone for an Advent Day of 
Reflection. The day was 
structured around the opening 
liturgy and two periods of 
reflection in the Ann Scavullo 
room later in the afternoon.  

 
 

His homily at Mass reminded all of 

the difference between the 

context of life and causes of true 

joy; the accidents of geography 

contrasted with the certainty of 

goals; the limits of politics and the 

liberation of knowing that, 

ultimately God is in charge and 

those who seek God are called to 

cast off the cloaks of mourning 

and go joyfully toward life with 

the assurance foretold by Isaiah in 

the words, “all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.”  

 

In the two sessions that followed 

lunch, Father Taylor invited the 

50+ attendants to join him in a 

Gathering Psalm and a Reflective 

Psalm and to ponder two 

distinctive readings from the 

Gospels. 

   

We were invited to look more 

deeply into the scores of names 

that appear in the genealogy. This 

was not a perfect lineage but 

instead an amalgam that included 

charlatans and courtesans, 

pretenders and parasites along 

with sinners whose repentance 

and will to move on provided a 

balance to their lapses in love and 

good judgment. It culminated in 

the “just man” who lent the 

legitimacy of his lineage to the 

God Whose great act of love was 

to become well and truly “one of 

us” and to point out that God is 

more powerful than predictable. 

 

We were then urged to “ponder” 

the human reaction to Divine 

intervention that turns a 

seemingly ordinary life into the 

ultimate drama of “The 

Annunciation.” There was Mary, 

an unexceptional young girl at 

what amounted to a “truck stop” 

on a trade route leading towards 

Jerusalem. In today’s terms a 

“nobody” who lived “nowhere” to 

whom a member of the angelic 

royalty appeared to tell her news 

that she must have found at the 

least puzzling and at the worst, 

profoundly disturbing. At one 

moment she was secure in a good, 

solid future: engaged to a 

respectable tradesman who could 

provide for her. She could have 

been forgiven for hearing the 

news that she would bear a son as 

further assurance of future “social 

security.” But then came the 

thunderclap of all the rest in the 

words “son of the Most High.” 

Mary’s practicality kicked in and 

she pointed out the impossibility 

of what she heard, only to be 

reminded that with God there is 

no such thing as impossibility.  Her 

response was to set off to see and 

serve the perfect example of the 

impossible being lived out in the 

persons of her cousin Elizabeth, 

the  “Impossible” son that leapt 

within her and the utterly 

impossible Child that Mary carried 

to her and ultimately to the whole 

world.  

 

The closing scene was a fitting end 

to a day of pondering the possible 

and savoring fellowship. 

My Reflections on a Day of Prayer During Advent Season 
By Annette Sara Cunningham 

Father Senan Taylor   

 

Sr. Mary Heyser, Elisa Carillo, Mary Gilhooly 

 

Photos in article by Margaret Ann Landry, RSHM 

 

Event participants in Anne Scavullo room. 
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Marymount College, 
Umtali, Rhodesia, now 
Mutare, Zimbabwe, closed 
its doors in December 
1976 as a result of the civil 
war that was raging 
around it. The reunion, 
held the weekend of 
October 13-14 at MM, 
Kingston, began with a 
welcome reception in the 
Lounge at Marymount 
School in Kingston, 
London.  
 
The alumnae reunited to 
celebrate and give thanks for who 
they are and for the Spirit that 
holds them together, the Spirit of 
Marymount. They expressed 
endless gratitude for their 
education, teachers, the Sisters 
in their lives, for each other, 
and for all that life at school 
meant to them. The 
enthusiasm, joy, optimism, 
goodness, concern, wisdom, 
depth and spirituality expressed 
by these women was a fantastic 
testimony to the value of the 
kind of education envisioned by 
the Founders of the RSHM,  Fr. 
Gailhac and Mother St. Jean, and 
promoted by the Sisters and their 
lay associates in all our schools.   
 

Teachers who were present were: 

Carenia Burford-Bowen (Francis), 

Srs. de Lourdes, Bernadette, (Art 

teacher), and Flo. Sarah Gallagher, 

Headmistress of MM, Kingston 

and members of her staff could 

not have been more gracious and 

welcoming. We greeted each 

other with a traditional British 

drink, Pimm’s Cup, generously 

donated by Pixie Bowen, who was 

unable to attend. Lunch was 

served in the dining room, which 

was beautifully set up with tables 

of 6 or 8. The food was 

outstanding and abundant. The 

Staff were very solicitous and 

accommodating. The wine flowed 

freely. After lunch Susan Garrett 

(Osborne) read letters from Srs. 

Denise, Catherine and Veronica. 

Morna Maitland-Stuart’s 

daughter, Sheena, read a 

wonderful, funny, poetic letter 

from her Mom who is undergoing 

chemo and could not be with us. 

Sheena was delightful and a fitting 

substitute for her mom. We keep 

Morna, her family and all our 

ailing friends in our prayers.  

 

We eventually 

returned to the Lounge 

for an additional treat, 

a delicious carrot cake 

made by Sue Osborne 

and decorated with the 

school logo (painted by 

Sue’s husband). Some 

alumnae had to leave 

due to long trips ahead 

of them. Those who 

stayed reassembled at a pub close 

by or returned to the hotel and 

continued to celebrate. I don’t 

know what time they left there! 

 

Sunday morning, those who 

were still around came to Mass 

at MM Kingston. We were 

warmly welcomed by the priest 

and students and had a 

wonderful experience. Once 

again, Sarah Gallagher was on 

hand to greet the alumnae and 

bid us farewell.  Four alumnae 

who were not able to be with 

us on Saturday, joined us at 

Mass and then about a dozen of 

those remaining went back to the 

hotel for a long, long, chatty, 

delicious lunch. All good things 

(on this earth) come to an end, 

but only temporarily, because 

already there is talk about next 

year’s reunion! 

 

I must say that being with these 
women was inspiring, uplifting, 
fun, and such a blessing. I have 
gained so much from them and I 
am very proud to be part of their 
lives. 

Marymount Rhodesia/Zimbabwe Reunion Held in Kingston, England 
By Florence Reilly, RSHM 
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“Rabbit Hole,” 
the fourth 
movie in the 
Justice, Peace, 
Integrity of 
Creation (JPIC) 
film series, 
was shown on 
November 18, 
2012, at the 
Marymount 
Convent in Tarrytown, NY.  The 
fifteen plus who viewed it were 
clearly moved by the struggle of 
young parents, Becca and Howie, 
to recover from the accidental 
death of their four-year old boy.  
Accept, adapt, forgive and begin 
to be happy, turn to the future – 
but how?  Becca and Howie 
struggled to connect and to go on 
– but how different were their 
routes to healing.   
 

Viewers are asked, in discussing 
the films in this series, “Who is 
the other?  Why are they other?  
What is happening to the other?”  
This adaptation of the Pulitzer 
Prize winning play by David 
Lindsay-Abaire elicited many 
responses and reflections:  

- “I’ve never seen a film 
with so many others,”  

-  “The most other was the 
poor widowed woman 
with whom he did not 
sleep…” 

- “The challenges of 
communicating – each 
person trying, but just 
missing the other.” 

- “Not being allowed to 
speak of a beloved person 
who died – that happened 
to me once.  It was 
awful.” 

 

In the end, Howie heals by letting 

go, walking to the edge and 

pulling back, perhaps just in time.  

An almost unnecessary confession 

by a humble killer helps Becca.  

His portrayal of a parallel universe 

(reached by descent into the 

rabbit hole of suffering?) where 

Becca is happy, offers her a new 

way of thinking of herself.  His art, 

his “comic” depiction of the 

Rabbit Hole is a way of speaking, 

of connecting, of offering this new 

vision.  And it works. 

So… each of us is unique; we hurt 

and heal differently.  Still, our 

extended hand can work miracles, 

as it did in this moving film.  Do 

attend the next series – this one 

was excellent!  

Who Is òThe Otheró in the Movie òThe Rabbit Holeó 
By Anne OõBrien 

Marymount College of Tarrytown Annual Founderõs Day  
By Angelica Hinojosa  

On December 2, 2012, Marymount Founder’s Day was celebrated by Marymount alumnae, RSHM 

sisters, family, and friends to remember the founding of Marymount College in Tarrytown. 

Marymount College Alumnae Association Board hosts the gathering every year to commemorate the 

founding of Marymount College by Mother Marie Joseph Butler in 1907. Mass was held in the 

Fordham University Church followed by a luncheon and award ceremony in Butler Commons at 

Fordham University, Rose Hil l Campus in the Bronx. As a tradition, donated gifts of toys and clothing 

items were brought by participants for the RSHM LIFE Center in Sleepy Hollow. This year, the Board 

recognized and thanked the Class Agents and Regional Agents who are links between t he Board and 

the alumnae in their respective years. After the luncheon, all were welcomed to stay and enjoy the 

Festival of Lessons and Carols in the University Church.  

 

Marymount Alumnae Class Agents 

 
Marymount Alumnae Executive Board 

 
RSHM LIFE Center staff accepting donations.  

 

Photos in article by Angelica Hinojosa  
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On November 12, 2012, the 

Extended Family of Kingston, 

England gathered to celebrate and 

to be enriched by two very 

inspiring presentations.  Mrs. 

Genevieve Muinzer spoke about 

involvement in our parishes and 

communities. Since she is a 

graduate of one of our schools, 

she recalled her wonderful days  

 

 

 

with the RSHM Sisters.  People 

were very impressed and went 

away wondering about how they 

can reach out to others. The 

“Millennium Goals” were brought 

to life by an excellent Power Point 

 

Presentation and 

explanation given by Breda Shelly, 

RSHM. We certainly learned about 

the needy and the endless ways 

by which WE CAN MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE. A big “Thank You” to 

all who contributed to this 

Extended Family meeting.  

 

Kingston SHM Extended Family Celebrates Father Gailhac 
By Michelle Phelan, RHSM and Marie-Laure Jakomin 

45 years: Seems like yesterday for Park Terrace Class of 1967  
By Dotsie Ryan Beck  

On Saturday, October 13, 2012, SHM, Park Terrace, Class of 1967, celebrated our 45th Reunion. This momentous 
event was held at the St. Joseph’s Hall in Tarrytown, N.Y.  Attending the reunion were 35 graduates and 5  
faculty members who taught us from 
1963-1967. Much laughter could be 
heard throughout the day as we 
reminisced the 'glory days' of our years 
at SHM. We were all in agreement 
that the education and guidance we 
received there helped make us the 
women we are today. A monetary gift of 
$550 was presented to Bernadette 
Kenny RSHM, from the class of 1967.  
This money will be used by the RSHM 
Community to help care for the elderly 
sisters who reside in the convent.                                               
                                                                            

Micheal Livesey, Susy & Chris Flint  
 

 

Breda Shelly, RSHM 

 

 

Sr. Michelle Phelan & Sarah Gallager 

 

 

Genevieve Muinzer 

 

 

Sarah Gallager, Nick Marcou & Teresa Lucas 
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Sr. Monica Melvin died 

September 9, 2012 at Marymount 

Convent. Born in Roscommon, 

Ireland, she was 74 years old and 

in the 55th year of Religious life as 

a Religious of the Sacred Heart of 

Mary. She received a B.A. in 

education from Marymount 

College, Tarrytown and a M.S. in 

Social Work from Fordham 

University.  Her early years of 

teaching took her to the 

Marymount Schools in Colombia 

and then to parochial schools in 

Manhattan and the Bronx. From 

1984 to 1996, she engaged in 

social service ministry with the 

Archdiocesan Office of Family 

Services, including work on behalf 

of the homeless and service at the 

Sleepy Hollow RSHM LIFE Center.  

With all of this involvement and 

compassion for “the other” her 

life was not an easy one. She lived 

with various physical ailments 

including a severe hearing loss 

that she battled mightily to 

overcome.  Sr. Monica was also a 

poet – one of her publications is 

Pilgrimage ς A long and rambling 

road in which there is a poem 

entitled A Solitary Passage: to 

quote: “Alone We leave, Silently 

our life breath ceases. We begin 

another journey into the 

unknown.” 

Sr. Bridget Mary Fitzgerald died 

September 22, 2012 at 

Marymount Convent. Born in 

England to Irish parents, she was 

88 and in the 56th year of Religious 

life as a Religious of the Sacred 

Heart of Mary.  She earned a 

bachelor’s degree in English 

literature and in Latin from the 

University of Liverpool, England, 

and a M.A. in English from the 

University of Notre Dame. 

Formerly known as Sr. Joachim, 

she taught at Marymount College, 

Tarrytown from 1956-1962 and 

also Marymount International 

School in London. In 1967 she was 

one of four women religious 

appointed for the first time to the 

Sacred Congregation for Religious 

by Pope Paul VI serving in this 

position until 1981. Her ministries 

continued in diverse ways – Vicar 

for Religious for the Diocese of 

Wrexham, Wales, for the 

Conference of Major Superiors of 

England and Wales, archivist at 

the RSHM motherhouse in 

Beziers, France and retiring to 

Marymount Convent in 2000. In 

her years at the Convent, she is 

remembered for “her grand 

height.  We see that it mirrored 

her inner stature: her towering 

intellect, her high regard for 

others, her wide, warm and 

whimsical heart… a woman of 

prayer” (Remembrance at Vigil 

Service). 

These RSHM Sisters Will Always Be Remembered 
By Margaret Ellen Flannelly, RSHM  

 

 

Future Events for Extended Family Members 
¶ 50th Anniversary of Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium: 

February 23, 1 – 3:45 p.m., at St. Joseph’s Hall, Tarrytown 
4 p.m. Mass at Marymount Convent, Tarrytown 
Registration information can be found 
at http://www.alumni.fordham.edu/calendar/detail.aspx?ID=2999 

¶ Lenten Day of Prayer, An Overview of Vatican II and the Universal Call to Holiness: 
Sunday, March 3, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Marymount Convent, 32 Warren Avenue, Tarrytown, NY  
Registration information can be found 
at http://www.alumni.fordham.edu/calendar/detail.aspx?ID=2989. 

¶ SHM Extended Family Retreat at Cormaria, Sag Harbor, N.Y.: 
March 22 – 24; Information will be listed later in mid-January at www.fordham.edu/events. 

¶ May 31-June 2, 2013 Marymount College- Tarrytown Reunion 
MMC of Fordham University celebrates their Jubilee and reunions at Rose Hill in the Bronx.   
http://www.fordham.edu/alumni_relations/marymount.shtml  
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Our Visit to Mexico 

What a special gift it was for both 
of us to return to Amacuzac 
where we had lived and 
ministered for a total of 7 years: 
Sr. Cathy: 1999 – 2002; Sr. Anna 
Maria: 2008- 2012. It was a time, 
too, to share life with our Mexican 
sisters and to re-connect with Sr. 
Ines Gizzarelli and the dear people 
of Amacuzac. Most of all, our trip 
provided an opportunity to be a 
supportive and loving presence 
for our Sisters Fidelia Espin and 
Julia Trejo. How beautiful and 
meaningful were these simple 
ceremonies and grand 
celebrations. And, what a 
Christian witness and lasting 
impression these life-long 
commitments to follow Jesus as a 
Religious of the Sacred Heart of 
Mary made on all present. 
 
Sr. Fidelia: 
Sr. Fidelia’s Final Profession 
ceremony and celebration were 
held in her home town, 
Estudiantes, in the State of 
Morelos on Saturday, November 

10th. She professed her vows 
inside a small stone church filled 
to capacity; consequently, a 
number of people remaining 
outside had to peer through 
church windows to witness the 
ceremony.  Sr. Fidelia’s mother 
and ten siblings were present, as 
well as RSHM from Mexico and 
from the United States, one of 
whom was Sister Renée Rushton, 
Srs. Fidelia’s and Julia’s former 
Formation Director.  Afterwards, 
all who attended the church 
ceremony were invited to a joyous 
celebration that included a lively 
Mariachi band and lovely out-door 
dinner on property grounds 
belonging to one of Sr. Fidelia’s 
siblings. 
 
Sr. Julia: 
The following Saturday, 
November 17, Sr. Julia, also said 
“Yes” to God and “Yes” to the 
RSHM in a tiny stone church 
located in a rural area of great 
beauty in her home state of 
Hidalgo.  RSHM in Mexico, one 
aspirant from Amacuzac, and 
several friends traveled round trip 

for 12 hours in a hired van to be 
present for Sr. Julia’s special day.  
A very touching part of the 
ceremony was when her mom 
and dad proudly accompanied her 
down a short isle leading to the 
altar. Sr. Ines’ beautiful voice 
added to the simple ceremony as 
we listened to her melodious 
voice singing the Litany of Saints 
in Spanish. Afterwards, all guests 
were invited to Sr. Julia’s mother’s 
home for a typical home-cooked 
Mexican dinner. 

Final Profession of Sisters Fidelia and Julia in Mexico 
By Anna Maria Lionetti, RSHM and Cathy Deubel, RSHM  

Sr. Fidelia and Sr. Julia 
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